Janet Horne Lanier McLendon
July 13, 1919 - January 31, 2021

On January 31, 2021 Janet Horne Lanier McLendon died peacefully at 101 years old. She
was preceded in death by her parents Olin Sugar Horne, Sr. and Irene Thomas Horne,
sister Harriette Lois Horne Pearce, four brothers Olin Forrest, Thomas Sam, Julian F. and
Olin S. Jr., and husband Sidney A. Lanier October 1979 and Claude E. McLendon
February 2007. Janet known also as Net, was born on July 13, 1919 in Metcalfe, Georgia.
She graduated from Thomasville High School in 1936 and was awarded her teaching
certificate from Bessie Tift College which later became part of Mercer University. She
taught in Coolidge where she met and married Sidney A. Lanier on June 2, 1939. She
continued teaching in Metcalfe and Lake Park, Georgia until their two daughters were
born. She helped her father at his general store, Horne Mercantile in Metcalfe, Georgia
and also worked in Archbold Memorial Hospital's bookkeeping department for ten years.
Widowed in 1979, she married Claude McLendon May 14, 1981. They enjoyed boating,
fishing and camping with friends. Like her father she loved fishing, gardening, beach trips
to the coast, and the Atlanta Braves. She was a devoted member of the Thomasville First
Baptist Church, always bringing her beloved well worn hand notated Bible. Her humor and
wit were only exceeded by her kindness to all who knew her. She was devoted to helping
neighbors, friends, and families through good and bad times. Her beautiful smile was
indicative of her love of life and faith. All of her life she shared her good nature and humor
with all around her. Many thanks to those who cared for her so lovingly in her last few
years. She is survived by her daughters Rebecca Irene Lanier Allen (Jack), Lois Elizabeth
Lanier Mason (Roswell), grandchildren Rebecca Lanier Allen, Adrian Leigh Welch White,
Irene Hamilton Allen Gleason (John), Rebecca Lynn Welch Vendryes (Michael), Richard
Cooper Welch (Amanda), Sidney Elizabeth Allen Kreyenbuhl (Stephen), Hillery Cason
Allen Richards, Lois Elizabeth Mason, Roswell Fort Mason (Jennifer), Elizabeth Mason
Lindsay (Paul). 15 great grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews. A memorial
service will be held at 11 o'clock, February 4, 2021 at the Horne Family Cemetery,
Metcalfe, Georgia. In lieu of flowers donations to your favorite charity will be appreciated.
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Comments

“

Janet was a beautiful lady inside and out.
Uncle Claude chose very well when he chose Janet to be his wife. Our family dearly
loved her especially my mother. I so enjoyed all the times I was able to spend with
her. She was just absolutely dear.
I dearly loved her and was very sad when she was no longer able to talk on the
phone as we would have some really good conversations.
While her days on earth are over she leaves behind a huge hole in our hearts and
many many special memories of her life. She will be missed terribly by us all.
My deepest to your family. My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Karen Huff - February 07 at 09:25 AM

“

What a beautiful lady inside and out. I loved her so much. Worked with her at Archbold
Memorial Hospital for several years. She was loved by so many people, including me and
my family. Rest In Peace sweet friend!
Sherry Covington - February 18 at 09:56 PM

“

“Aunt” Net was a vision of light & compassion in this world. She was a wonderful
friend to my family & especially to my mother, Dena Johnson Hicks. They were best
friends for more than 80 years!
I’m blessed to have been a part of her life & to have known Rebecca & Lois. My
sympathy to them & to their families. Bless you all.
Gary Johnson Hicks

Gary Johnson Hicks - February 04 at 10:08 AM

“

It is with immense sadness to learn of beloved Aunt Janet’s passing. I hereby extend
my sympathy and condolences to dear friend, Darlone Horne Kaley, and all other
family members. It was at Aunt Janet’s home in Thomasville, GA on January 5, 2009;
when 66 years having not seeing each other, the enclosed photograph was taken.
And what a joyful time it was as we sat and reminisced our families loving
relationship. Because it was on her family’s farm from birth December 1932 until
September 1943; where I had lived my Maternal Great Grandparents, Charles
(Papa) and Hattie Ross (Mama) Vickers, and my Mother, Leola Vickers. Papa
sharecropped the farm, while Mama and Mother worked as their housekeepers,
cooks, and launders. When I sent her a birthday card the following July, I wrote that I
had “adopted” her as an aunt; as a token of my love, respect, and appreciation for
the extraordinary harmonious relationship our families had. The following excerpt
from the Acknowledgement Page of the book I’m writing explains how they
influenced my life: “I thank God for orchestrating the first eleven years of my
adolescence to be spent on the farm owned by the beloved family of White citizens,
headed by Olin Sr and Irene Thomas Horne. Papa sharecropped the farm, while
Mama and my Mother, Leola Vickers worked as their housekeepers, cooks, and
launderers. The Hornes’ extraordinary respect, kindness and generosity towards us
during that time of government-sanctioned racial segregation and the Great
Depression, in effect immunized me against becoming a Racist. It allowed me to
seamlessly establish harmonious relationships with people of every diversified racial
group with whom I have worked and socialized. They caused me to realize there are
good, bad, and outright evil people among all groups of mankind. Three decades
before the Late Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr’s eloquent historical masterpiece,
i.e.: “People should not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their
character”; the Hornes were doing that”. Our grief from her passing can be relieved
by knowing she is experiencing peace and joy with love ones who went before her.
The photograph shows me, my oldest Son, Darrell; Daughter, Faye; and Grand
Daughter, Summer.
Ozell Williams

Ozell Williams - February 03 at 07:41 PM

“

Your Mother had a beautiful smile and a kind heart, and was dearly loved by so
many. She was a ray of sunshine. We will all miss her.
Linda NeSmith

Linda NeSmith - February 03 at 12:13 PM

“

My heart and prayers go out to all the family members. Rebecca I remember when
we were very young children all those visits to Metcalf we enjoyed. I especially
remember climbing on top of your parents tin roof barn, sliding down and landing in a
big stack of hay. It’s a wonder we didn’t break our necks. I loved your Mom like my
own. She was sooo sweet!

Sally Vaughan Bain - February 02 at 09:54 PM

“

Debbie Lanier Guy- keeping you and your family in my prayers during your time of
grief. Isn't a family legacy a wonderful blessing! Love, Ladie

Ladie James - February 02 at 08:26 PM

“

Such a lady of class and style, that always wore a beautiful smile and had just a little
mischievous sparkle in her eyes. She was such a good friend to my mother and
father for many years. I always loved to hear her “stories” and enjoyed the way she
used language to make her “story” come alive! Miss Janet was one of kind and will
be missed.

harold singletary - February 02 at 07:00 PM

“

Always a Lady with so much class. A beautiful smile that lit a room up as she
entered. A teacher that taught through example her entire life. Beauty through and
through. And the legacy she’s left is to be treasured. We feel very blessed to have
known her as a friend. Becky & WA

Becky & WA Parrish - February 02 at 06:30 PM

“

Lois, and family,
You were truly blessed to have had your mother for so many years, and she was
such a joy and loved her family. You will enjoy lots of great memories!!! Praying for
you and remember you are "In His Grip".
Dianne Ponder

Dianne Ponder - February 02 at 03:36 PM

“

What a thoughtful, beautiful woman she was! She visited my mother for her 100th
birthday and before her death. She has the most beautiful smile and was so kind. My
thoughts and prayers are with her family.

Lynn Bennett Brooks - February 02 at 11:54 AM

“

She was such a dear sweet lady. Always so beautifully dressed and had that smile
that endeared her to so many. My prayers are with her family.

Hazel Keyton - February 02 at 11:08 AM

“

Worked with Ms Lanier at Archbold. She was a great person. Always bringing
sunshine and laughter into the office. Rest in peace.

Derwood Hickey - February 02 at 10:30 AM

“

She was such a sweet & dear lady. I always enjoyed riding my back over and seeing
her and Uncle Claude. My grandparents , Cecil & Faye Dykes, enjoyed them both
dearly and always enjoyed her visit by the house to see them. Sweet memories.
May God bring you all comfort and healing.
My Deepest Sympathy,
Michelle Jones

Michelle Jones - February 02 at 08:53 AM

