Rodney Lamar Braswell
February 7, 1948 - December 31, 2019

Rodney Lamar Braswell, of Thomasville, GA passed away on December 31, 2019 in
Three Rivers, TX at the age of 71, doing what he loved. Graveside services will be held at
10:00AM on Saturday January 11, 2020 in Laurel Hill Cemetery on 13th St. with Rev.
Steve Wooten officiating. His family will receive friends at the funeral home on Friday
evening January 10, 2020 from 5:00-7:00PM. He was born on February 7, 1948 in
Homestead, FL. He is survived by 4 children, Jason Braswell (Annemarie) of Watkinsville,
GA, Brad Braswell, (Amy) of Thomasville, Molly Dickens of Thomasville, and Lauren
Braswell of Thomasville and 9 grandchildren, many dear cousins and lifelong friends.
Rodney is preceded in death by his parents, Robert Braswell and Eleanor Sullivan
Braswell, and his wife of 38 years, Sarah Bellamy Braswell. They were married on June
15, 1968, in Thomasville.
Rodney retired in 2009 from Southern Regional Technical College as a drafting instructor
of more than 40 years. He enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren and traveling with
his special love, Sue Johnson. He was an avid outdoorsman who loved to hunt and fish,
and loved to travel and see the world.
He will be remembered fondly by his grandchildren for many life lessons, hunting and
fishing tips, long rides in the woods, and being the best PawPaw in history.
"Thank you for the life lessons, the cookies, the laughs, and the memories. Most of all,
thank you for being the best PawPaw that ever lived. You will be truly missed."
Stewart, Logan, Jordan, Myra, Sydney, Delaney, Mattisyn, Owen, and Lil’ Buddy, Coleson.
His family invites you to join them after the service at the home of Brad and Amy Braswell
at 23076 Ga. Hwy 3 in Thomasville.
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Comments

“

We are so thankful to have been a part of the “Thomas Tech” family and being fed on
several occasions by Rodney and family. When our kids were young, we enjoyed
picnicking, skiing and boating at Lake Seminole.
My family was the recipient of the care, love and generosity Rodney showed for
others. He and my elderly dad became duck hunting friends in the late 90’s and a
bond was formed. He was a giving friend for several years into my dad’s end of life constantly taking vegetables, fruit, cake, game, etc. to them. Once daddy died, he
continued to take the fruits of his labors to mama, never forgetting her favorites. On
December 31st, mama had cookies on her table that Rodney had made before going
to Texas. Every time Rodney drove up, it was Christmas at the Ansley house.
A former student, who now lives in Griffin, Ga., recently told us Rodney was the
“coolest teacher he ever had.”

Our Love,
Patsy (and Kenneth) Slater
Patsy Slater - January 10, 2020 at 07:21 PM

“

Rodney Braswell was the kindest, gentlest man I have ever known. His thoughts
were always of others, and he put others above himself. He loved his children and
grandchildren with all his heart, and they will never know how concerned and worried
he was for them.
He wanted to take care of everyone, and most of the time would not allow anyone to
do something for him. He was fun loving and loved to tease people. He had an
impish grin that would light up the room. He took care of so many people quietly and
never sought any recognition for his generosity. He grew vegetables only to share
with others. He cooked meals, cakes, cookies, vegetables, etc. because other people
would enjoy eating. He was a rock---one who could lift you up when you needed a
solid foundation. He was a caregiver who helped in any way he could with
gentleness and love.
I will never forget his smile, his presence, his generosity, his caring spirit, his calm
demeanor, and most of all his love. He showed me love and devotion for the 12
years we were together. I will love him forever and hold him close to my heart. He
was my honey, my sweetheart, my rock, my love---my everything.
Love forever,
Sue Johnson

Sue Johnson - January 08, 2020 at 10:11 PM

“

Rodney was a special kind of person. He was generous, humorous, intelligent, and
just fun to be around. If I had to pick a Father-in-Law, it would be him, hands down. I
was lucky to know him for 27 years. Now I will miss him for the rest of my years.
He was a wonderful father to Jason. I'm so glad that he got to see Jason graduate
and have a successful career. Rodney and Jason were more than father and son
because they were friends.
Our girls Sydney and Delaney have felt such a loss. They don't have their Paw Paw.
He was their everything: baker, chef, joke-teller, fan at their softball games, story
teller, gift giver, and overall wonderful grandfather.
We will miss you more than you know dear Rodney XOXOXO
Love to you always,
Annemarie

Annemarie Braswell - January 08, 2020 at 07:28 PM

“

Edie & TJ Wolfley, Ernie & Lorraine Sullivan purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of Rodney Lamar Braswell.

Edie & TJ Wolfley, Ernie & Lorraine Sullivan - January 08, 2020 at 12:08 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rodney Lamar
Braswell.

January 08, 2020 at 10:40 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Rodney Lamar Braswell.

January 07, 2020 at 02:02 PM

“

Rodney was a true friend to my Dad, Joel Avera. I know they are glad to see each
other! I am praying for the family!

Renia Avera - January 07, 2020 at 09:33 AM

“

I taught air conditioning at the technical college from 1994-1996. Rodney was my
mentor and spent a lot of time helping me with my new work experience there at the
college. We also spent some time together taking students to VICA competitions. He
was an all around great guy and will be missed for sure.

Jack Willis - January 07, 2020 at 08:33 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rodney Lamar Braswell.

January 06, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

Rodney and I served on each other’s Advisory Committees throughout both our
respective teaching careers- his at the technical college and me at Cairo High. He
was funny, dedicated to his students, knowledgeable, and highly skilled. He was a
valuable resource for me as I sought to prepare my own drafting students for
competitions, job interview, and especially continuing their training in his program
after they finished high school.
To his family, thank you for sharing him with all of us who were honored to call him
“Coach” and friend.
Nancy Knauff Kemp
CHS Engineering Drawing Instructor, retired

Nancy K Kemp - January 06, 2020 at 02:32 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Rodney Lamar Braswell.

January 05, 2020 at 08:53 PM

“

Jack And Cecilia McCullers lit a candle in memory of Rodney Lamar Braswell

Jack and Cecilia McCullers - January 05, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Rodney Lamar Braswell.

January 05, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

Mary Lou Vonier lit a candle in memory of Rodney Lamar Braswell

Mary Lou Vonier - January 05, 2020 at 12:37 PM

“

I knew Rodney from the time his parents moved up here. We went to school together
and graduated at Central High School. I knew your mom as well. So sorry for your
lost. Rodney, was a good kind person always friendly when he saw you.

Paula Hester - January 05, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

Your Dad and Mom loved you children more than anything. I have known both for
many years. Your Dad taught my husband(deceased) drafting at the tech and they
became friends.
May you find comfort in your memories.

Dorothy Morris Titus - January 05, 2020 at 08:14 AM

“

CAROLYN Stanaland lit a candle in memory of Rodney Lamar Braswell

CAROLYN Stanaland - January 04, 2020 at 06:36 PM

“

Thomas And Gail Clements lit a candle in memory of Rodney Lamar Braswell

Thomas and Gail Clements - January 04, 2020 at 04:09 PM

“

Levy and I have many fond memories of spending time with Rodney and Sue. He shared
his veggies with us too . He will be missed by all of us quilters.
Pat Hall - January 05, 2020 at 08:57 AM

“

Rodney was a very special person who was always kind. He will be missed. Sue and
the rest of his family are in our prayers. Cherish his memory and may God give you
strength as only he can.

Thomas and Gail Clements - January 04, 2020 at 04:08 PM

