Ruth Salter
June 18, 1935 - April 13, 2020

Graveside services for Ruth Harvard Salter of Thomasville, Georgia will be held at Laurel
Hill Cemetery on Friday morning, April 17, 2020. Ruth was the loving wife of Mr. Ronald
Howard Salter, daughter of the late Mr. & Mrs. Lucius Bryant Harvard , Sr. (Grace
Chastain), and sister of the late Lucius “Bryant” Harvard, Jr. She is also preceded in death
by her son, Robert Harvard Salter. Survivors include her son, Ronald Howard Salter, Jr. ,
and Rosemary Grace Salter Jackson (Dan Jackson). Her grandchildren include Robert
Clayton Salter (son of Robert), Henry Harvard Jackson and Wyatt Taylor Jackson. She is
also survived by her siblings Joseph Chastain Harvard, Nancy Harvard Jones and many
nieces, nephews and cousins. Much like Thomasville’s beloved Big Oak, Ruth was a pillar
in our community. In fact, she was born in the home where the Big Oak stood in her front
yard. It was the birthplace of her mother, Grace, as well as other family members. Her
Thomasville heritage is one in which she was incredibly proud. Ruth had an incomparable
zest for life and her people. She was most known for teaching dance, etiquette and
ballroom. Every 7th grader considered it their rite of passage to attend her class. In
addition to dance, she taught English, Speech, and Typing through the years in high
schools in Albany, Cairo, Thomasville, Monticello, FL and El Paso, TX. Ruth was a
graduate of Florida State University. In her younger years, she was an active member of
the local chapter of the DAR where she served as Regent, Rambler Rose Garden Club,
Junior Service League and the First Presbyterian Church of Thomasville. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests donations be made in her honor to Thomasville Landmarks
(thomasvillelandmarks.org) or Thomasville’s Center of the Arts (thomasvillearts.org). Visit
her online tribute page to leave memories and messages for the family at http://www.allenf
h.com.

Comments

“

Ruth was without a doubt one of the best teachers I ever had a THS. She was
completely dedicated, to her teaching and to her students. And she knew how to
discipline without eveer having to raise her voice. I watched her encourage several
students who were shy or probably came from some type of damaged background.
And she made a big difference in my life by strongly encouraging me to apply for the
American Field Service (AFS) Summer Exchange Student program as the THS
representaive. That led, ultimately, to my selection for that program and one of the
most memorable and eductional experiences of my entire life, a summer in Greece
with a a Greek family that I still am close to to this day. Without her encoragement, I
would never have applied as there were several well qualified classmate applicants
who I had assumed would probably be selected. Many of us are better people for
having known Ruth Salter. My sincere condolences to Ron and all the extened
memdbers of Ruth's family.
Bruce H. Anderson
THS 1959 Grad

Bruce Anderson - April 28, 2020 at 02:10 AM

“

Ruth was my home room teacher in the 10th grade at THS. She was a precious lady.

Charles G. Ray - April 27, 2020 at 08:04 AM

“

Ruth was one of the most popular teachers in school. I am a 1959 THS Grad who
played on the golf team with her younger brother, so she was a friend before a
teacher, and then a friend again after graduation. Fond memories. She will be
missed.

John Dillon - April 26, 2020 at 10:17 PM

“

Dear Ron and Family,
Ruth was one of my teachers when I was a senior in high school at THS. She was
beloved by the entire class.
When my mother passed away many years ago, Ruth stopped by the Chamber of
Commerce to see me and we had a very sweet visit. I will always remember her
thoughtfulness in this regard.
I also have fond memories of her dancing. What a wonderful lady.
Blessings,
Judy Davis Connell

Judy Davis Connell - April 26, 2020 at 04:15 PM

“

We will certainly miss seeing Mrs. Ruth at church and about town. She was a sharp
dresser to the end! We loved seeing her visit and playing the piano for the people at
Camellia Gardens when Gwynn was in rehab. My son, Jason, took her class in 7th
grade also. We have lost a great lady! Your family has been in our thoughts and
prayers. Peggy Barhite and Gwynn Earp

Peggy Barhite - April 26, 2020 at 11:42 AM

“

My heartfelt condolences to Ron Salter and his family. I worked for Mr. Salter in the
80s and saw Ruth often. She was a very kind and gracious lady. The last time I saw
her was at a birthday luncheon and she was funny and mingled with everyone. She
was an integral part of this community and will be sorely missed.

Jajala Jayne - April 23, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

As Mrs. Salter's obituary stated, attending her class was the "rite of passage." My
daughter attended her class and I was so impressed that I "made" my nephew attend
her class when he reached 7th grade. Mrs. Salter had a way of taking that age group
of children and instilling some life lessons. She will be sadly missed as a pillar of the
community.

Bonnie M Hortman - April 22, 2020 at 08:02 AM

“

Joey And Brenda Wood lit a candle in memory of Ruth Salter

Joey and Brenda Wood - April 21, 2020 at 11:02 PM

“

Tracy Osgatharp Barnes lit a candle in memory of Ruth Salter

Tracy Osgatharp Barnes - April 21, 2020 at 02:18 PM

“

Sending my thoughts and prayers out to the family especially Mr. Salter. As a
previous employee at Firehouse, it was such a joy to see them come in together and
see how much he loved her and took care of her. I remember each and every time
she would come in with a smile on her face and times she would show the customers
some of her dance moves. She was such a joy to see and always put a smile on my
face. The Salters will always be one of my favorite couples while I was there.
Much love
Angela Causey

Angela Causey - April 19, 2020 at 10:36 AM

“

I am deeply sorry for your family in the loss of a truly beautiful person. Miss Ruth
brought joy and class to any room she entered. I smile in every remembrance of her.

Julie Eddings - April 18, 2020 at 03:10 PM

“

Such a lively lady that truly enjoyed life. She will certainly be missed as an icon to
Thomasville. She spread joy wherever she went. My thoughts and Prayers are with
you.

Deborah Quick - April 18, 2020 at 10:28 AM

“

Ruth was a joy! My Wendy took dancing with Ruth! Prayers to all the family!

Linda Gay - April 18, 2020 at 08:30 AM

“

Rosie,
I am so sorry to see this about your Mama. So many fond memories I have with you
at your house growing up, taking dancing from her and the ballroom dancing she
taught our class. And I enjoyed running into ya'll when you were here seeing her.
Seems like we did that alot when you were here.
Your Mama was always such a happy fun spirited person. I know you will miss her
dearly. So I pray that God helps you through this today and the days ahead and your
farmily. Cherish the memories.
With Deepest Sympathy,
Michelle Dykes Jones

Michelle & Roddy Jones - April 17, 2020 at 03:03 PM

“

Peace and comfort to the family. I have known Ruth it seems like forever. She was such a
part of our community and has been missed. May God, our father, Jesus Christ, accept her
into his eternal kingdom love you all.
Janella Southerland Murphy
Janella S.Murphy - April 17, 2020 at 11:34 PM

“

Ruth was a good friend of my sister, Angeline, who would express her sincerest
appreciation for their lifelong friendship were it not for her recent passing, also.
Ruth's friendliness will be recalled by many as they are cheered by the memory of its
warmth. May the promise of the Resurrection sustain each member of the family she
held so dear.
Jack (and Raquel) Pope

Shelby Pope - April 17, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

Stan & Loralee Womble lit a candle in memory of Ruth Salter

Stan & Loralee Womble - April 17, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

I will remember she had a ballroom castilian studio that was a student and I will miss
her and Ron neighbors at wildwood as our house was being built and I will miss her
talent playing the piano !

Brian bauer - April 17, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

During my college years, I had the privilege of keeping "you kids" for occasional weekends,
there at your house...your Mom was wonderful, warm, vivacious and we enjoyed seeing
and sitting by each other on occasion over the years when I would return to visit at First
Presbyterian for services...our Clements family always sat on that same left side of the
sanctuary! I believe Ruth offered a true and special bond to all she reached out to, making
one feel her true interest and love as she conversed! A sincere woman of strong faith and
joy! Be blessed in your memories and in real expectation of joining her eternally in Heaven,
through Christ Jesus our Lord!
Martha Clements Inman - April 23, 2020 at 09:26 AM

“

I have known the Harvard Family my whole life. I got blessed having the pleasure of
knowing Ruth while I was director at the Scott Senior Center where she visited often. I was
amazed at her age she could still lift her leg as high as her head.She enjoyed dancing and
when she came to visit whatever activity we were involved in we all stopped to play music
and get on the dance floor with her, one of her favorite things. I have memories of the two
of us swinging our legs to the tune of the music but I could never get mine to the height she
still could - high as her head. She would always end her visit by playing the piano as we all
sang alone with her. She was a pleasure and joy to be around and I will miss us blowing
kisses to each other on her leaving after her visit. Thomasville has certainly loss a fine up
standing lady that will be missed by all. Rest in peace my dear friend. Joan
Joan Fleetwood - June 10, 2020 at 12:19 PM

