William Clayton Poppell
October 30, 1957 - December 2, 2020

Viewing will be held Friday, December 11th, 2020 at 10:00 AM and the services to follow
at 11:00 AM, both to be held at First Baptist Church of Thomasville, Thomasville, GA.
William Clayton Poppell passed away on December 2, 2020 at Archbold Hospital in
Thomasville, GA.
William was born on October 30, 1957, in Homestead, Florida, to parents Jasper Clayton
Poppell and Ruth Marie Poppell. He was married to the love of his life, Marguerite Ann
Poppell for 42 years and a proud Dad to their four children, daughter Jessica Lynn
(married to C. Keone), son Philip Nathanael (married to Billie Jo), son Jonathan Malachi
(married to Victoria), and son Ethan Daniel (married to Mariah) and proud Peepaw to 12+
grandchildren. He is survived by his wife, parents, children, grandchildren, and brother
Michael Poppell (married to Laura with children Wayne and Ashley).
William faithfully and wonderfully served our country in the United States Air Force as
active duty and reservist before retiring. He also retired from FEMA as an Operations
Specialist. He also served for a time with Child Evangelism Fellowship. Those who worked
with him knew him to be a brilliant and kind man.
He was a member of First Baptist Church of Thomasville. In his free time, he had a private
pilot license, and loved spending time with his family, studying the word of God, horseback
riding, playing the guitar, recording music and exploring new places. He was HAPPIEST
when with his family.
In lieu of flowers, please make contributions to either Gideon Bibles (http://www.gideons.or
g), Mailbox Club (http://www.mailboxclub.org) or Child Evangelism Fellowship (http://www.
cefonline.com) as these are a few ministries that were dear to William’s heart.
Friends and family are invited to visit William’s online memorial tribute page at http://www.
allenfh.com.”

Cemetery

Events

Tallahassee National Cemetery DEC
5015 Apalachee Parkway

11

Tallahassee, FL, 32311

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

First Baptist Church
210 N. Broad St., Thomasville, GA, US, 31792

DEC
11

Funeral Service

11:00AM

First Baptist Church
210 N. Broad St., Thomasville, GA, US, 31792

Comments

“

To Bill I wish him "Fair winds and following seas" for he is sitting with God now. I
know he is watching over your family and friends.
To Ms Marguerite and Family, I knew Bill as a friend and coworker but mostly as a
good soul who would give the shirt off his back to help anyone in need. So if you ever
need help with anything please call us anytime so we can repay Bill's kindness with
some of our own.

Harry C. Blaine Jr. - December 13, 2020 at 06:59 PM

“

It was a great honor to represent FEMA and speak at Bill’s service today. Like I said,
I got to work close with Bill, and I estimate that out of the almost six years of being
my shift partner, we spent almost one quarter of our lives together. During all that
time I never heard Bill ever raise his voice. I sincerely doubt he has a mean bone in
his body. He was humble, not flamboyant, and always a gentleman. The most
important things I can call Bill are Christian, Husband, Father, and Patriot.
Bill also is a musician. One of my favorite times spent with Bill was when he and
Marguerite came and visited my church to listen to me play bass guitar on my praise
and worship team. I can tell how he really appreciated the music and how the Holy
Spirit flowed in our service. After church he and our better halves enjoyed lunch at a
local restaurant. Bill also enjoyed good food. I often told him good food is lie a hug
from the inside.
Bill will be missed. Again, it was a great honor to speak at his service today and I
pray that my words do him justice.

Curtis Gagnon - December 11, 2020 at 05:25 PM

“

William was a profoundly kind and caring person. Always ready to give of himself for
others. I fondly remember his devolution to his dear wife and how proud he was of all
his children. His life in faith led me to explore a more meaningful relationship with
God. Friend, Co-worker and fellow Veteran, my world is diminished and saddened by
William's passing. Bill's impact in life was far greater than the short number of years
he was with us. Ms. Marguerite, my condolences and prayers go out to you and your
children. God Bless you and keep you all.

Randy Buckley - December 10, 2020 at 01:52 PM

“

Bill was definitely one of the kindest, sweetest people I have ever met. As Randy said, we
were all well aware of the profound love for you, Marguerite, and his family! My
condolences to you all, Robin Leach
Robin - December 11, 2020 at 03:32 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of William Clayton
Poppell.

December 07, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

I offer my heartfelt condolences to Ms Marguerite and family in the home going of
William. I thank our Lord for his life of faith to God and his family. I pray for peace,
comfort, courage, and strength for Ms Marguerite and family. Steve Brock

Steve Brock - December 07, 2020 at 09:40 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of William Clayton
Poppell.

December 07, 2020 at 09:13 AM

“

I have so MANY wonderful memories of my Dad but a few of my favorites are: 1)
growing up, each and every early morning he left for work, he would come kiss my
head and whisper “I love you and Jesus loves you.”; 2) in Germany, my Dad and all
of us kids would ride bikes and pretend we were flying airplanes. Dad would be the
“fuel plane” so each time we needed “fuel” we would ride up to Dad and he would
hand us candy “fuel” to gas up our “planes”; 3) Dad had the most incredible way of
sensing a person’s character and he saved me many a bad relationship by sharing
his wisdom with me on guys interested in me. Most times I listened but when I did
find myself in hot water it was because I didn’t heed the wisdom of my Dad; and 4)
Dad loved his family and there was never a time his face didn’t light up when you
gave him a hug or asked him to join you on an adventure. Dad was a treasure of a
man and will forever be missed.

Jessica Lynn Silva (daughter) - December 06, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

Butch and I feel very blessed to have known William. He and Marguerite had a love for
each other that was so obvious. The only thing that could compare was the love that
William had for his Lord and Savior.
William had a very unique sense of humor. It was very subtle. He could slip in a "funny "
and if you weren't on your toes it would go right over your head. All you had to do was look
his way and you'd catch the twinkle in his eye.
William also LOVED to eat. When I had made more than Butch and I could eat, I'd often
call Marguerite to see if they could use a meal. William was always game for whatever I
brought through the door. He was always grateful...and hungry.
William was a very special friend and he will be missed by many. Surely, Heaven is a
brighter place with William there.
Denise Bennett - December 06, 2020 at 06:29 PM

